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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Applicant's Amendment filed August 13, 
2008. Claims 2-4, 6-8, 1 1-20, 27-29, 34-37, and 39-40 are currently pending in this 
case. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-4, 6-8, 1 1-20, 27-29, 34-37, and 
39-40 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-4, 6-8, 1 1 -20, 27-29, 34-37, and 39-40 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) 
as being unpatentable over Freedman (US 4,839,829) in view of Stefik et al (US 
6,233,684). 

5. Regarding claim 34 - 

6. Freedman discloses a printing system with a server and printer clients connected 
to the server through a network, the printer clients requesting the server to send data 
(e.g. abs, col 4 In 36-42), the printing system comprising: 

a sending section to send the specified data to the printer client; and (e.g. col 5 In 

25-50) 
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the printer client comprising: a receiving section to receive the specified data sent 
from the server; (fig 1A-B) 

an output section to print out the received data, (e.g. fig 1A-B). 
7. Stefik discloses, where Freedman does, not, the server comprising: an acquiring 
section to acquire information regarding a copyright protection level of a printer client 
which requests the server to send data (e.g. col 9 In 10-65, not that Stefik does not 
specifically disclose copyright protection. However, Stefik does specify rights levels, 
which are rules as to whether a printer/repository may or may not obtain and print a 
certain digital object. Whether or not those rules are specifically copyright rules is 
beside the point as that would be nonfunctional data). The same is true of the 
specifying section to specify data to be sent corresponding to the copyright protection 
level of the printer client, the data being classified in different copyright protection levels 
according to a content of the data; (col 9 In 10-65 where the sending repository must 
decide whether or not to send), as well as a comparison table for recording a copyright 
protection level of the data and a copyright protection level of the printer client in relation 
to each other, wherein the specifying section specifies the data to be sent with 
reference to the comparison table, (e.g. once again, although specifically copyright 
information is not disclosed in Stefik, Stefik does disclose, at e.g. col 5 In 10-20 wherein 
watermark information is specified within a rendering or play right. This is the 
equivalent of a table showing copyright protection level, since each watermark must be 
matched up with certain rights). 



Application/Control Number: 10/077,635 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3685 

8. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teaching of Freedman and Stefik in order to provide for providing book data to a user to 
select from in order to print. 

9. Regarding claim 2 - 

1 0. Stefik discloses wherein the printer client further comprises a protection section 
for protecting the specified data against access from outside into a data transmission 
path to conduct image output, the received data, wherein the copyright protection level 
of the printer client is set in different levels according to the protection section, (e.g. col 
17 In 5-col 18 In 5). 

11. Regarding claim 3- 

12. Stefik discloses an encrypting section for encrypting the specified data; and (e.g. 
fig 15, 1505) 

1 3. the printer client further comprises: 

14. a decrypting section for decrypting the encrypted data; and (e.g. fig 15, 1513) 

15. an output section to print out in accordance with the encrypted data; wherein the 
protection section protects the encrypted data, against outside access, in the data 
transmission path from the decrypting section to the output section, (e.g. fig 15, 1515, 
col 17 In 5-col 18 In 5). 

16. Regarding claim 4 - 

17. Note that both Stefik and Freedman provide for a printer. An image forming 
section is merely a printer. 

18. Regarding claim 6 - 



Application/Control Number: 10/077,635 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3685 

19. Neither Stefik nor Freedman provide wherein the protection section comprises a 
physical cover member, which is provided in the printer client to cover the data 
transmission path for outputting the received specified data, however, official notice is 
taken that such covers are old and well-known. 

20. Regarding claim 7 - 

21 . Stefik discloses wherein the protection section comprises filter program software, 
which restricts, in the printer client, a destination section where the received specified 
data is transmitted, (e.g. col 17 In 5-col 18 In 5). 

22. Regarding Claim 8 - 

23. See claims 6 and 7, above. 

24. Regarding claim 11 - 

25. Although specifically copyright information is not disclosed in Stefik, Stefik does 
disclose, at e.g. col 5 In 10-20 wherein watermark information is specified within a 
rendering or play right. This is the equivalent of a table showing copyright protection 
level, since each watermark must be matched up with certain rights). 

26. Regarding claim 12- 

27. Stefik discloses wherein the server further comprises an encrypting section for 
encrypting the data, (e.g. fig 15, 1505; ). Freedman, discloses wherein the printer client 
comprises a downloading section to download the encrypted data, (fig 1A-B) 

28. Regarding claim 1 3 - 

29. Stefik discloses wherein the printer client comprises a decrypting section for 
decrypting the encrypted data, downloaded from the server system, (e.g. fig 15, 1513). 
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30. Regarding claim 14 - 

31 . Stefik discloses wherein the server executes a digital signature with an 
encryption key, uniquely assigned to the printer client, when the printer client performs 
an access to the server, (e.g. col 15 In 15-25). 

32. Regarding claim 15 - 

33. Stefik discloses wherein the server executes a digital signature with an 
encryption key of an open key encryption method when the printer client performs an 
access to the server, (e.g. col 15 In 15-25). 

34. Regarding claim 16 - 

35. Stefik discloses wherein the printer client executes a digital signature with an 
encryption key, uniquely assigned to the printer client, when said printer client performs 
an access to the server, (e.g. col 15 In 15-25). 

36. Regarding claim 17 - 

37. Freedman discloses wherein the server comprises a memory section for storing 
a plurality of preformed data and specifies the data by selecting the data from the 
plurality of preformed data. (e.g. fig 1 A, 30). 

38. Regarding claims 18, 19 - 

39. Stefik discloses at e.g. col 5 In 10-20 wherein watermark information is specified 
within a rendering or play right. This is the equivalent of a table showing copyright 
protection level, since each watermark must be matched up with certain rights 
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40. Stefik discloses wherein the printer client comprises a search requesting section 
for sending a search request to the server and the server performs search for the data 
in response to the search request by the search requesting section, (e.g. col 6 In 28-65). 

41. Regarding claim 35- 

42. Stefik discloses at e.g. col 5 In 10-20 wherein watermark information is specified 
within a rendering or play right. This is the equivalent of a table showing copyright 
protection level, since each watermark must be matched up with certain rights 

43. Stefik discloses wherein the data is an abstract data, (col 5 In 30-45). 

44. Regarding claim 37 - 

45. Stefik discloses wherein the server further comprising: a certifying section to 
certify a login request from a printer client, (e.g. fig 5). 

46. Regarding claim 39, 27-29, and 40 - 

47. Claims 39, 27-29, and 40 are rejected under the same criteria as above. 

48. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may be applied as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 

Conclusion 
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49. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CRISTINA OWEN SHERR whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-671 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday through 
Friday. 

50. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Calvin L. Hewitt, II can be reached on (571)272-6709. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

51 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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